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Hue. without which no man Holl-ſee the Lords. 


1 JOLY,, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almigh- 
ty!“ This is the language of ſaints and angels 


” n £ 
5. £ 


in a their ſolemn worſhip. Yes : The God who made 
us; the God who rules us; the God who. will judge 5 


us, is moſt holy. Who is like unto him, glorious 


in holineſs, fearful in- praiſes, doing|wonders:??* The 


due conſideration of God's holineſs, wilt make us ſe- 
rious at all times, and eſpecially: When we conſider 
our own unholineſs. Well may each of us adopt the 
words of the prophet Ifaiah, %% Wo is mel for Lam 
undone; 5 becauſe I am a man of unclean lips; and 1 
dwell in the midſt of a people of unclean lips.” 


Who can ſtand before this holy Lord God?“ 


When God created man, he made him holy. God 


created man in his own image, which image was ho- 


lineſs; for this is the peculiar character of God. But 


man ſoon loſt the glory of his nature by fin. He be- 


came an unholy being; and God, Lan who is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and who. cannot. look upon 
iniquiry,” baniſhed him from paradiſ.; for fin broke 


off the happy intimacy that before fubliſted. As there 


can be no commuiiion between light, and darkneſs, fo 


there ean be;pp communion, between, a holy. God and | 


an unholy nner. AU this. is the reaſon of. what 3 is 
afirmed in our texte that t without holineſs no Lg 
mall ſes the Lord. Po. 46 ſe the Lord,” is ry 

ſoeripiion of the happineſs of heaven, where all his li- 


vine 


r A na i he. 


* 


E 


4 


vine i will be Jüplayed to the admiratiore 


and . of all the redeemed but we cannot fee 


holy at firſt, bas . „ to make him bo 


: ly again, This is a chief part of his great ſalvation; 
for, by the blood of Chriſt, the guilt of fin is taken 


away from believers.z" and, by the Spirit of Chriſt, 


| they are born again, and made new creatures; that 


is, they are made Go and ſo made meet for heaven, 


which is tering Ge The ow" in ea Aan lee 
God. 26h | mad 

© Our buftäels ane, 
CL OJ 10 55 „n {3 OI 931: 21 Of > — 2 


24] * To ſhew what: holineſs is. 


* To prove the neceſſity of holineſs 4: — 


II. Fangen out the means of holineſs. 


hs Wa 5 us conſider the nature of true nonnet. 
Briefly,, Holineſs, i is the image of God reſtored in the 
foul; ar, in other words, © Holineſs is that purity of 


a man in | his nature, inclinations, and actions, which 


is an imitation and expreſſion of the divine image.” 


Obſerve here, holineſs is purity; the contrary of that 


horrid: defilemetit fin has produced in the foul of man. 


T here” are. two things in ſin, the guilt of it, and the 


defilment of it.” 'By the guilt of it, we are liable to e- 
tern 11 pünithinenr; "by the defilement'of it, we are 
made uokit | to ſerve''&r enjoy God. Guilt makes us 
afraid. Defilemefit makes us aſtamed, Thus Adam 


had both guilt and fear upon his firſt fin. Now, in 


the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt, God hes provided for 


taking both theſe away from us. Flie guilt of fn 
is wholly retibved from thoſe who! believe by the 
blood of "Chriſt which made atonement for it. The 
; un GK lin” i nbveg, by the grace of the * Spi- 
| it, in all thofe who are born again. 


4571 


The purity we * of is the purity. of the Fe: 0 
or nature. It is not enough that the out ward actions 
are not impure; there can be no true holineſs till the 
heart is purified- Now many people overlook this 


intirely, \They think it enough. if they are good livers, | 


as they call jt, or do, good works. This was the, fa · 


tal miſtake of the, Pharilees, ſo ſeverely expoſed by our 


bleſſed Lord. They were very particular, abqut meats, 


and drinks, and waſhing every thing. to prevent de- 


filement ; but he charges them with, waſhing.the. out- 


ſide only, and taking no care of the ent they, « drew . 


nigh to God with the mouth, | ut their he cart ,was ar 
from him. 5 Their inward 7 part was very. "wicked dneſs ; 5 
they were like white walhed ombs, beautiful with= 


out, but full of dead men's bones, and of all unclean- 
neſs. Our Lord therefore inſiſted WG the neceſſity 
of being born again; or being partaker of a new and 


divine nature. Believers are Keep born from above,” 


born of God; and as every child partakes, c of the 


ſame nature: "wid his father, ſo do the new bern ſons 
of God; they ** put off, concerning the farmer con- 
verſation, the old man, which! is corrupt according to 
the deceitful Juſts; they are renewed. in the ſpirit of 
their minds, Arne put on the new man, which after 
God is created in FBhconmmets, and true holiteſs,“ 
Eph. iv. 2214. e gs 

be heart being thus renewed, 1 muſt of courſe 


be, new diſpoſitions, and inclinations. , very. nature 
has its proper geſu es and inelinations. Thoſe of the 
_ chriſtian are, holy, in conformity to the vill of God. 
The alteration that grace makes is s firikingly. repre- 


ſented by, the prophet Thaiab, in the 1ith chapter; 
The wolf alſo hall dwell. with the lamb”; FE and the 
55 i 


68 1 


8 ſnall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and 


the young lion, and the cow, ans the bear, ſhall lie 


down, and feed together” that! is, wicked men, hows 


ever fierce, ſnall be ſo altered by the efficacy of the 
goſpel and grace of Chriſt, that they ſhall become 
meek, and gentle, and loving, even to the weakeſt ; 
chriſtians. Brethren, have you experienced any cha Age 
of this ſort? And what muſt we think of pe 
tors, who deſpiſe religion; who hate and hurt. Klone | 


people? Surely theſe are ſtill lions and wolves, and 
cannot be eſteemed the ſheep of Chriſt. - Ao that ſuch 


may know what it js to be born again! 
Let us now conſider briefly, what are the reevaile 

ing diſpoſitions and inclinations of holy perſons. 
They are under the habitual influence of the for 


, God. God has put his fear into their hearts; ſo 


that, inſtead of living without him, as once they did, 3 
they are in'the fear of: God all the day long, . + 3 
know that his eye is upon them ; they ſet him always | 


before them, and their deſire is, to picaſe him i in all 


they think, and ſpeak, and do. 

Again, They are Humble. Humility i is the root of 
al} other graces, . and the only ſoil in which they will 
grow. They know themſelves ; they know the ꝓ ague 
of their own hearts; they are copſciqus. of inaumera- 


ble fins to which the world are ſtrangers. The re- 


membrance of fins committed in their carnal ſtate, 


covers them with ſhame; ; and the ſenſe of much re- 
maining corruption keeps them low in their own 
eyes; ſo that they not only lie in the duſt before God, 

but they are kept from deſpiſing their neighbour. If 


they differ from the worſt of mankind, they remem- 
ber. that grace alone made them to differ. I hus, be- 
. converted, they receive tlie kingdom of heaven as 

Ss JJ. 
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Little «> dren, and Jearti fo live” conflantly dojjendent 


on the wiſdom, race, and | hack of 2 heavenly 
Father. i | kf 


Once 15 Holy perten are beten! wg heavenly= 
minded. © ith has Ted them to regard future and e- 


ernal | things "Fa abave the vanities'of time. That 


Which is bog 'of the Spirit is ſpirit.“ Their minds 


Se diſpoſed to prefer ſpiritual to carnal things. When 
engaged; in ſpiritual duties they are in their element; 


and, at times, can lock down with becoming indif- 
feretite on 2 the trifles of time. By the croſs of 


| Chriſt 0 the ot ld is erueiffed- to- them; That i 18, 
they are no more Uelighted' with the world, than a 


good man would be with the rotten careaſe of a ma- 
lefactor; and they likewiſe are . erucified to the 


world ;” the world can act upon them with no great- 


er efficaty than the he” mar of: ſenſe can upon a dead 


perſon. x : ed #05 mom Ast, a:! 


But, obe all; Eob⸗ 4s the grand prevailing diſna- 
Gtion of holy perſons: God appears infmitely lovely 


to a believer. ' His love in Chriſt Jeſus is ſtrongly at- 
tractive- They Idve him becauſe he firſt loved them. 
Flaving à god hope through grace that God for 
1 Chrift's' fixe Has pardo 

3 perſons,” and that he wilt! bring themito glory, they 


4 their ſins, accepted their 


feel them felves/conftrained-to depart from iniquity, 


which they know ie hates, and to practiſe holineſs, 
Which they know be loves. Hence his: people, his 


Word, his day, his caufe, become their delight ; and, 

to glorify kim, i is the ew end of their being. 5 his 

leads us further to obſerve,” chat the attions- of ſuch 

perſons mult needs be holy alfo. H heir nature being 
Tene wed, Af theilt od: ſpoßtioas fan&ibed, Th. 

The * becbne holy” in all manner of converſation 

a id 


His 


ich 


vie 


EO 
and adit It would be infamous hyporriſy ind. 
man to profeſs that his heart is holy, if his life is une 
moral. ' Morality there may be without holineſs ; but 
there can be no holineſs without morality. The * 
of God beitig written on the heart, and the love of 
Soc ſhed abroad in it, obedience will become ealy 
and pleafant. Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his burden 1 
light. But here is a ate held which we can Nen 3 


| enter upon 175: 


"Good Winds properly ſo called, Hal be Jone 85 | 
a right principle ;, that is, the new nature, or grace of 
the Spirit in à believer: they muſt be done according 
to }ioht rule, which is the word of God; and they 
muſt be done to a right end; and that i 13, to glorify 
God. O how few obne are ren Seon if tried vy 
Theſe rüles !)“ == 

' Holineſs eds all the duties we owe to 
God; theſe muſt be regarded in the f-/ place: where- 


as ma people FEES them intirely out of their ac- 


count. What is more common than to hear igno- 
rant perſons comfort themſelves againſt the fears of 
death, by their having been honeſt, and having paid 
every one his own. To ſuch perſons we may put 
the queſtion that a miniſter once put to ſuch a perſon 
oh 2 dying bed! But have you paid God what you 
owed him?!“ Alas, we owe God our hearts, qur love, 
bur obedience; but how many have forgot. God ; liv- 
ed without God; and rebelled againſt God, all their 
Nes. But a Poly man has a ſteady regard to the 
"word, will, and glory of God, in all his ways. 
Nor wilh our neighbour. be forgotten. Religion does 
nt conſiſt intirely in praying and worſhipping God: 
the holy man brings religion into all his concerns; It 
is 2 great truth, that © to be Tually holy is to be,relatively 
| | holy, 


[8 1 

holy. Holineſs will make good huſbands and wives; 
| good parents and children ; good maſters and miſtreſ⸗- 

ſes; good tradeſmen ; good ſervants, and good ſub- 

jets. It will do this. It actually does it, to the a- 
Rogen of all who obſerve it: and a is the beſt 
way that people can take to promote the olp „ and 
make their "neighbours. like Wa, Our 40 light muſt 
ſhine before men, and then « they ſeeing our good 
works, will glorify our F. ather which is in heaven,” 
This is A ſhort eh of real e let us now 
proceed, FN : 8 

. To: prove the nell ity of Aline. 8 bur r text de- 
clares, that without it, no man, ſhall ſee the Lord.“ 5 
The whole ſeripture teſtifies to the ſame truth, And 


| urely 1 it muſt be evident, f in a moment, to every con- 


ſiderate perſon, for it is a part of our falvation ; and 
to talk of being ſaved without holineſs, is as abſurd 
as to ſpeak of being ſaved without falvation, | Jelus 
Chriſt came to ſave, us from our fans, not to ſave us in 


them. To be ſaved from the guilt of ſin, or io be 


pardoned, is but half our ſalvation; Jeſus Chriſt e- 
qually deſigned by his death to 5 aan el. us from all 


iniquity, and to purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 


zealous of good. works. Chriſt therefore cannot, 
will not be divided; we muſt, have, the whole of his 


ſalyation, or none Ps it. Let none therefore dream | 


of ſalvation. while the love and practice of ſin i is vo- 
luntatily continued. 

Beſides, the ene of God ſhews the ceecfficy. of 
Holineſs. What is the. language of the law? Be 


7e holy, for I am holy and it, is the language of 


the holy goſpel too. The fame, ce goſpel that brings 

Aalvation, teaches 1 us to deny all ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts; and to. live joberly, ns; and 
e in this aa world. 


5 is 9 3 3 
Ac ain; 77 eleftin "ROE! of. Gad p proves the neceſi ity. 
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mag e ee 
1 eb all, the ature 155 Cl. and the” nature of hea- | 
ven, which confilts i in the ſight, fervice, and enjpy⸗ 


ment of God, make it abſolutely neceſſary that we 


ſhould be boly; for ** without this,” as pur. text af- 

firms, Wn no man mall ſee the Lord. 205 N man; be he 
who he may.” "Whether high. ar Ro” 12 rich. or poor 3 ; 
learned or 1 norant eſteemed or diſeſteemed of men. 
No man; . atever lis knowledge of religion may be; 
or however high his profeſſion ; whether he boaſt ok 
his virtue,” or his creed, of his works, of his prayers— 


all, all is ia Vain without holineſs. Let no man then 


deceive Himfelf with vain words, the Gd of heaven 
has decreed” that the unholy man. n ſhall not enter into 
his kingdom. 00 te 

Thdeed, It is 0 certain Thar heaven elk would 
be a hell to the wicked. The natural man well 
knows, and 'muſt” confeſs he has no reliſh for any thing 
eee, e. His pleaſutes are ferfual and worlklly,. His. 
delight is in folly, and vanity, and bn. — he wicked 
of the earth ate his” choſen companions. ” He ates 
and perſecutes the godly ; deſpiſes them becauſe, they 


are ſaints ; perhaps diſturbs their worthip, and injures 


their verfors*' Prayer and praiſe, reading and hear- 
ing the ward of God, are dull and melancholy things. | 
The ſabbath itfelf is a buͤtden. How then can an 

1 Ne to heaven 1 lei is pe de in the na- 


r 


God. 
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God. Much more might be ſaid to ſhew the necef- 


ſity of holineſs; but ſurely enaugh has been ſaid to ſa- 


tisfy every reaſonable perſon. May we not hope that 


ſome are now ſaying, Yes, it is plain eneugh. God 
has faid*it,'and: I believe it. I believe it for myſelf, 
and I am now ready to inquire, How mey I, who am 


an unholy ereature by nature and practice, become 
holy? We ſhall gladly anſwer ſo neceſſary an ing, 


oe this is the laſt thing propoſed, namely, 
III. he means whereby we may become holy. 
And here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that no nerfen 


in a natufal ſtate, can arrive at trut holineſs by his 


own power or exertions. That which-is born of 
the fleſh is fleſh ;” nothing more, nothing better; nor- 
ever will be. n Fil we are born again; till we believe 


in Chriſt; till we are united to hic, we can never be 


holy in the! leaſt degree, The ſhadow and reſem- 


blance of holineſs there may be, in morality and vir- 
tue; but all the true holineſs that ever was in the 


world, or ever will be in it, is as much from Chriſt, 
as all the light we have is from the ſun. In vain there- 
fore do poor ignorant ſouls labour for very vanity in 


faſting; praying, penanees, &cc. Kc. while they forget 
Chriſt.” Equally wrong is their notion Who think 
they muſt be indebted to Chriſt for pardon, but 0 


heir <6wn-good endeavours for holineſs;;,the. language 


of the woe thriſtian is, Surely in the Lord: Jeſus 


bave Lig bteouſneſi and Hrengtb . | 
Know therefore, my friends, that as the fin gt our 
nature was derived ta us from Adam, the fir ſt man, 
ſo all the holineſs of our new nature muſt be derived 
to us, trom Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam that“ as 
we have * borne the image of the earthy, ee max vll 


bear the image of. the r Py 28 bleſſed be 


God, 


7 


a 
N 
. 
1 


Ye 


. 1 11 
God, here ze u fulnels of grace in n Chriſt for his 
whole church of which church are we, if enabled by 
faith to receive Chriſt, ah! out of his Reinet receive 
grace for grae. * 

Faith is thb gyrce which God has ein as a the 
means of our becoming holy. People have à very | 
wrong notion of faith, who think it an enemy of ho- 
lineſs, 'or good works. If we look into the ſeripture 
we ſhall find, that the hearts of the vileſt heathens 
were “ purified; by faith-in Chriſt,” Acts xv. , and 
ſanctified by faith, Ads xxvi, 18. The. faith that 
brings the convinced ſinner to, Chriſt; for ſalvation, re- 
ceives from him, as it were, Faden. with qe, band, 
and holineſs with the other.. 

- Obſerve, like wiſe, that the in of the 428 ſuch 


as aſfuranee of God's love, and the pardon of our 


ſins} peace of conſcience; joy in the Holy Ghoſt; 
and the hope of glory, have a wonderful ea At {9 


| promote our holineſss. 


For the ſame e Ah muſt diligently 9 our 


e lf frequently hear: the preached goſpel, and eſpe- 


cially abound in prayer. And though theſe means 


have no power in themſelves to make us hol), yet 


tliey are appointed of God for our-uſe.;, and in the 
right uſe of them every grace is-exerciſed, and by ex- 


ö erelſe increaſed; Thus a ſenſe of the evil of ſin, and 
of the beauty of holineſs is kept up. and thus eſpeci- 


ally, are our ſouls led out of themſelves, in direct acts 
of faith, to Jeſus, and ſo enabled to receive a op: 
vow: of mou for our growth in holineſs. 


15 APPLICATION. | 


An 0 his holineſs! ? 6, my, friends,” where f is.it to 


be fourid ? O how little of itis to be feen in our world! 


Yet this is indeed that image of God in which every 
| — | true 


| 1 12 * | 
true chriſtians renewed, and without which 2 perſon; 
is yet in his ſins, and dying ſo, mult periſh for ever. 
And does not this alarm the carelefsfiriner who d4i- 


ly indulges the love and practice of ſin? Say, dying 


fellow creature, is not thy heart as far from this holi- 
nels 2s the caſt is from the weſt? You know it is. 


And what' muſt be the conſequence ? Doſt thou not 
believe the God of truth, that this unholineſs muſt” 
| ſhut you out of heaven? Has it not been clearly prov- 
ed that ſuch is as you ca 35 0 


at be admitted there ? Wer 
own heart allows that it is impoſſible. 

But ſurely you are not willing matters ſhould re- 
main thus. Does a deſire atiſe in your heart, O that 
I were holy? Well, bleſſed be God for fach a deſire. 
Rnow, my friends, that all are Alike byf nature. If 
any here are made Holy, ſoveref gf grace! made them ſo. 
Do you begin to cry, What muſt I do? We anſwer, 


füt. look to Chriſt for the pardon of your ſins; and 


then, for the purity of your heart. You muſt not 


firſt rive to make yourſelves better, and then think 


you may come to him with better hope of ſalvation 

but come now, come juſt as you are, and the friend of 

ſinners will receive you 2 eee 
The ſame direction may be uſeful to thoſe who are 


© ſeeking the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs ; 


who mourn over remaining corruption, and long for 
the image of God. Look to Jeſus for it. Remem- 
ber that by virtue of union to Chriſt, - you may, by 
faith, derive daily p< from him, through the power 


: of the Holy ven „% Without him youreah do no- 


thing;“ but his grace is fufficient“ for all*thiffgs, 


In the exerciſe of conſtant faith, and in the dingent 
uſe of all appointed means, expect the ſupplies of the 


Spirit; believing, aſſuredly, that he who has begun 
the good work in you will carry it on, till made meet 
forthe heavenly inheritance. 


